
 
 

As part of the SNSF funded project « Democra*zing the Economy through Consumers: 
Consumer-Owned Food Retailers and their Poten*als for Fostering Economic Democracy », 

the Ins?tute of sociology of the University Neuchâtel is looking for a 

 
SNSF doctoral student in sociology (80-100%) 

 
Star*ng date:   01.09.2024 
Dura*on of contract: 01.09.2024-31.08.2028 (48 months) 
Employment rate:  100% 
Work language:  French and English 
Place of work:  Ins?tut de sociologie, Faubourg de l’Hôpital 27, 2000 Neuchâtel 
 
Job Descrip*on: 
The person will par?cipate in the project "Democra*zing the Economy through Consumers: 
Consumer-Owned Food Retailers and their Poten*als for Fostering Economic Democracy," 
funded by the Na?onal Fund for Scien?fic Research, and will carry out a doctoral thesis 
within this framework. This project broadens the view of economic democracy by 
approaching it from a rarely discussed angle: that of consumers. It examines how consumer-
owned food retailers contribute to democra?zing the economy by looking at the 
implementa?on of democra?c prac?ces within these organiza?ons and analyzing how the 
laper transform prac?ces beyond their own organiza?on. The study includes a quan?ta?ve 
part with a ques?onnaire to be distributed to consumer-owned food retailers in Switzerland, 
France and Germany, as well as a qualita?ve part based on three case studies of food 
coopera?ves in Neuchâtel, Paris and Berlin. The recruited PhD student will be mainly 
involved in the qualita?ve part and will conduct fieldwork in at least two of the three ci?es. 
In addi?on to contribu?ng to the joint project, the candidate will write a doctoral thesis in 
the field of economic sociology / sociology of organiza?ons / sociology of social movements / 
sociology of consump?on under the supervision of Prof. Philip Balsiger. 
 
This posi*on offers:  

• A four-year fixed-term contract 
• Interes?ng and varied work in an ac?ve and interdisciplinary team  
• Employment condi?ons in accordance with the SNSF, with the requirement to write a 

thesis related to the topic of the broader research project. 
• Salary according to the standards of the University of Neuchâtel and the SNSF 
• A 100% employment rate for the disserta?on, which may be reduced to 80% due to 

care du?es. 
• The opportunity to work in interna?onal networks and to develop advanced skills in 

sociology. 
• The opportunity to work in a rapidly growing field and to make contacts in this 

professional environment. 
 
 

https://www.unine.ch/srh/doctorant-e-s-fns


 
Required Title and Desired Profile:  

• Master's degree in sociology or related discipline (anthropology, poli?cal science, 
geography, or other related disciplines), to be obtained no later than the start date of 
the posi?on. 

• A background in qualita?ve methods 
• Interest in sociological analysis of social movements and alterna?ve economic 

organiza?ons 
• Ini?a?ve, autonomy, ability to work in a team  
• Excellent wri?ng skills 
• Fluency in French and English 
• German is an asset 

 
Applica*on: 

• Curriculum vitae, leper of applica?on, indica?on of a reference person 
• 1 to 2-page outline of a possible thesis project related to the overall topic of the 

research project. 
• Summary of the Master's thesis and an electronic version of the thesis 
• Copy of academic degrees 

 
 
All files should be sent in electronic form to messagerie.socio@unine.ch - subject "PhD 
Consumer Democracy". 
 
Applica*on deadline: May 31, 2024 
 
Interviews with selected candidates will take place on Thursday June 13, preferably in 
person. 
 
For further informa?on, please contact Prof. Philip Balsiger 
philip.balsiger@unine.ch 
 
To promote diversity among its staff, the University of Neuchâtel is commiped to offering 
non-discriminatory working condi?ons. 
 
(This is an English transla?on of the French version. There is only one open posi?on) 
 

 
 

Neuchâtel, April 26, 2024 
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